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Backflow assembly field test procedures
are set by the local authority that has
jurisdiction over a specific backflow
assembly. There could be different juris-
dictional authorities involved in the same
building having backflow assemblies de-
pending if the backflow assembly is in-
stalled as a meter protection assembly or
an internal protection assembly. Meter
protection assemblies are usually under
the jurisdiction of the water department
that serves the building. The internal .
protection assemblies usually come under
the jurisdiction of the Health Department
of the county the building is located in.
With so many different jurisdictional
authorities the possibility of different

“accepted test procedures exists. This

could require several different tester
licenses o be able to perform the field
test procedures. Many states in the
country have a single tester license that is
good throughout a. whole state or a few
states adjacent to each other. Southern
California is.unique in that many different
tester licenses are ‘required in a relatively
small geographic area. To operate as a
backflow assembly tester from Ventura to
San Diego could require a minimum of
eight different tester licenses. The major-
ity of these ]unsdlctlons base their ac-
cepted test procedures on chapter nine of
the Manual of Cross-Connection Control

as pkinted by the USC Foundation for Cross-

D ol
Cennection Contrel and Hydraulic Research.

The Foundation is recognized internationally
for its study of backflow assemblies, test
procedures, regulations and proper uses of
backflow assemblies. In December of 1993
the Foundation released the ninth and
newest edition of the manual. Chapter

~ nine of this edition has many changes to
- assist the tester in understanding the field

test procedures. One big help is the use

of illustrations to clarify field test procedures.
An increased number of test options have
been developed to help troubleshoot the
conditions of the assembly. The most
significant change has been on the field test
procedure for the double check assembly.

In the eighth edition a backpressure test

was utilized. The intent was to test the

~assembly for the condition it was primarily

being used for, that being backpressure.

~ The ninth edition now recommendsa
- direction of flow test which is commensurate

with the design criteria of a double check
assembly. The direction of flow test
procedures are accomphshed with the

- differential gauge as opposed to the back-

pressure test which required the duplex
gauge. The new test procedures are being
evaluated by the local jurisdictional author-
ities to determine if they will be adopted.
Most have expressed their desire to switch
to the new test method. Many of you that
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years. The version that appears ln the
ninth edmon of the USC g :
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doing a similar test procedure for’ndan’y

second check in the direction of flow in
addntlon to. the usual backpressure method
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